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Year-round  trail 
follows  historic  canal 
waterway  at  Lockport 
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A  trail  to  experience 
in  all  seasons,  the 
Lockport  Historical 
Trail  offers  you  the  opportunity 
to  go  at  your  own  pace,  and 
to  savor  the  past. 

Pictorial  signs  along  the 
2-mile  trail  interpret  the 
history  of  the  canal  and  of 
Lockport.  Historic  buildings, 
and  the  stone  walls  and 
chamber  of  Lock  1  remain, 
dating  back  to  the  beginning 
of  the  canal  when  Lockport 
was  established  as  the 
headquarters  in  1837. 

The  Illinois  <Sc  Michigan 
Canal,  now  obsolete,  runs 
through  this  historic  town, 
yet  remains  a  sanctuary  for 
migratory  birds  and  waterfowl. 
The  easily-traversed  trail 
along  side  of  the  canal  leads 
past  dolomite  limestone 
bluffs,  and  boulders  left 
by  a  glacier. 

Accessible  year-round  to 
jogger,  hiker,  cyclist,  and 
cross-country  skier,  the  trail 
can  be  entered  and  exited 
at  several  points. 
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1.  Trail  signs  tell  the  story, 
in  pictures  and  words. 

2.  Sports  enthusiasts  enjoy 
the  trail.  3. ,4. ,5.  Pioneer 
Settlement  has  structures 
and  artifacts  to  see  and 
explore.  6.  Picnic  shelter 
on  trail  route  was  built  by 
Civilian  Conservation 
Corps  in  1930s. 

Cover  photo:  Bridge  on 
trail  overlooks  Lock  1 
and  canal. 
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The  I  &  M  Canal, 
begun  in  1836 — 

96  miles  long  and 
dug  by  hand — was  the 
connecting  link  that  created 
a  continuous  waterway 
between  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  Erie  Canal,  Great 
Lakes,  the  Mississippi,  and 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Following  a  route  in  the 
Des  Plaines  Valley  used  by 
the  Miami  and  Potawatomi 
Indians,  explorers  Jolliet 


items  of  commerce  such  as 
seeds,  hams,  whiskey,  sugar, 
lumber  and  grain.  Into 
Illinois  came  the  Irish, 
Germans  and  Swedish, 
followed  by  other 
nationalities. 

The  canal’s  demise  was 
hastened  by  the  coming  of 
the  railroads,  and  later, 
supplanted  by  the  Sanitary 
<Sc  Ship  Canal,  and  the 
Calumet-Sag  Channel 
waterways. 


and  Marquette,  and  fur 
traders,  the  canal  completed 
in  1848,  connected  the 
Chicago  and  Illinois  rivers. 
This  made  possible  the 
settling  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  state,  and  the  growth 
of  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Waterways  were  the 
highways  of  the  nation 
then.  Along  the  canal,  for 
over  half  a  century,  poured 
immigrants  with  their 
belongings,  settlers  and 
their  cattle  and  goods,  and 


This  historic 

19-century  canal  is 
now  part  of  the 
Illinois  6c  Michigan  Canal 
National  Heritage  Corridor, 
a  new  national  park. 

To  follow  the  canal  trail 
today  brings  back  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  this  once 
busy  waterway. 

Stand  on  the  Public 
Landing  and  imagine  this 
colorful  scene:  barges 
passing  slowly,  ladened  with 
cargos  of  stone,  and 


towed  by  mules  on  the 
towpath  along  the  far 
side  of  the  canal .  .  .  lake 
boats  loaded  with  flour 
from  the  nearby  mills, 
tied  up  at  the  docks, 
taking  on  crews,  and 
supplies  from  the 
warehouses.  .  .farmers 
and  merchants  at  the 
wharf  with  produce  and 
goods  for  shipping.  .  .and 
passengers  and  carriages 
waiting  for  the  speedier 
packet  boats  from 
Chicago  and  canal  towns 
along  the  route. 

The  Public  Landing 
today,  at  the  north, 
is  occupied  by  the 
Pioneer  Settlement — a 
collection  of  early  structures 
and  artifacts  found  in  Will 
County  and  brought  to  the 
site  by  the  Will  County 
Historical  Society.  Included 
are  an  1830s  log  cabin,  one- 
room  schoolhouse,  railroad 
station,  tinsmith’s  shop, 
smokehouse,  blacksmith’s 
shop,  jail,  antique  farm 
machinery,  and  other  items. 

The  first  structure  to  be 
built  on  the  canal  in  1838 
to  serve  as  a  supply  depot, 
the  Gaylord  Building  still 
stands  on  the  north  end  of 


the  Public  Landing.  This 
rustic  stone  warehouse  with 
its  great  arched  portals,  and 
1860s  3-story  Italianate 
addition  soon  to  be  a 
museum,  is  now  under 
restoration. 
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Located  on  the  south 
end  of  the  Public  Landing 
is  the  large  4-story  Norton 
Building.  Built  in  the  1850s 
of  indigenous  dolomite 
limestone,  it  dominates  the 
canal  even  today.  Originally 
a  grain  warehouse,  it  also 
had  boat  supplies  and 
grocery  stores,  and  served 
as  a  dormitory  for  crews. 

The  iron  tie  rods, 
spaced  at  intervals  on  the 
outer  walls  helped  stabilize 
the  structure.  Rods,  inside, 
ran  from  wall  to  wall  and 
were  anchored  on  the 
exterior.  On  the  west  side 
of  the  building,  nearest  the 
canal  and  at  eye  level,  are 
iron  rings.  Here  boats  tied 
up  to  the  shipping  docks. 
The  water  once  came  up  to 
the  building  when  the  canal 
was  wider  and  deeper. 

Although  the  canal 
today  is  shallow  and  has 

been  partially  filled  in, 
sections  of  the  stone 
wall  can  still  be  seen 
on  the  far  side  of  the 
canal  across  from  the 
Norton  Building.  The 
trail  along  the  Public 
Landing  was  laid  out 
in  1984  on  part  of  the 
original  canal  bed. 

At  Lockport,  due 
to  the  town’s 
importance  as  the 
canal’s  headquarters,  and  its 
commercial  activity,  the 
canal  was  as  wide  as  120 
feet  at  some  points.  Boats 
and  barges  tied  up  at  the 
docks,  others  waited  to  go 
through  Lock  1,  while 
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LOCKPORT 


POINTS  OF  INTEREST 

Site  of  Old  Boatyard 
Area 

Gaylord  Building 
Pioneer  Settlement 
&  M  Canal  Museum 
Public  Landing  (north) 
Public  Landing  (south) 
Norton  Building 
Hydraulic  Basin/ 

CCC  Picnic  Shelter 
1862  Railroad  Station 
(under  restoration) 
Lock  1 

Dellwood  Park 


No  swimming,  rappelling,  horseback  Pets  must  be  on  leash, 
riding,  campfires,  snow  mobiles.  Don’t  litter,  and  please  stay  on  trail, 
motorized  vehicles,  metal  detectors,  Trail  open  from  sunrise  to  sunset, 
or  alcohol  permitted.  year-round,  Lockport,  Illinois. 


meadow  where  the  CCC 
Picnic  Shelter  is  located. 
The  trail  sign  depicts  the 
large  wood  buildings  now 
no  longer  standing. 

Lock  1,  at  Lockport, 
was  the  first  lock 
built  on  the  canal. 
Today,  the  massive  stone 
walls  remain,  but  the  wood 
gates  are  gone.  The  trail 
crosses  over  a  bridge  here, 
letting  you  pause  to  study 
the  interpretive  signs  and 


others  came  for 
repair,  and  new  ones 
were  launched — all 
creating  a  great 
amount  of  traffic. 

Boatbuilding  was 
a  major  industry  in 
Lockport,  for  over  a 
half  a  century.  The 
site  of  the  boatyards 
that  were  located 
between  3rd  and  4th 
streets  along  the  canal 
banks  is  marked  on 
the  trail  by  a  large 
boulder.  Beginning  in 
the  1870s,  wood  boats 
without  power,  that 
required  towing,  were 
converted  to  steam 
powered  boats. 

Another  site 
of  commercial 
importance  was  the 
Hydraulic  Basin,  the 
location  of  a  complex  of 
mills  powered  by  water. 

Around  this  large 

basin  of  water  fed 
by  the  canal,  were  a 
flour  mill,  sawmill  later 
converted  to  a  paper  mill, 
and  a  cooper  shop  for 
making  flour  barrels.  At 
one  time,  in  the  second  half 
of  the  19th  century,  the 
Norton  Hydraulic  Mills 
made  Lockport  the  largest 
milling  operation  in 
northern  Illinois. 

The  basin  has  since 
been  filled  in  and  is  now  a 
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envision  how  the  lock 
might  have  been  when  it 
held  water  to  a  depth  of 
6  feet,  and  “locked”  boats 
through. 

The  Adelmann  <Sc  Marx 
Tannery  was  located  on  the 
southeast  side  of  the  lock, 
and  powered  by  water  from 
a  bypass  channel.  Look  for 
the  small  square  hole  in  the 
lock  wall  that  allowed  the 
water  to  flow  from  the 
tannery  back  into  the  canal. 

At  the  south  end  of  the 
trail,  at  Dellwood  Park, 
explore  the  remnants  of  the 
dam  and  boathouse  of  this 


once  large  amusement  park. 
The  historical  photograph 
on  the  trail  sign  recaptures 
the  grandeur  of  the  park 
that  existed  from  1906  to 
the  1930s.  A  reconstructed 
wood  walkway  lets  you 
enter  the  park  as  visitors 
once  did,  who  arrived  by 
interurban  trains. 

Dellwood  Park  is  now  a 
public  park  with  picnic 
areas,  playgrounds,  ball 
field,  tennis  courts, 
swimming  pool,  floral 

1.  A  variety  of  wildflowers 
exist  along  the  canal  trail. 

2.  A  Little  Blue  Heron 
wades  in  the  canal  to  find 
minnows,  crustaceans,  and 
insects.  3.  Dolomite 
limestone  bluffs  along 
route.  4.  Wooden  walkway 
at  park  entrance. 


gardens,  and  a  summer 
program  of  free  concerts  at 
the  performing  arts  center. 

On  the  trail  here  are 
dolomite  bluffs  with  pockets 
of  chert.  Indians  used  the 
chert  to  make  flintstones. 
The  large  boulders  seen 
along  the  trail  were  left 
behind  by  retreating 
glaciers,  and  were  tumbled 
smooth  in  the  process. 

These  large  rocks  are  called 
glacial  erractics. 

Throughout  the  seasons 
wild  flowers  abound.  Spring 
brings  anemones,  violets, 
spring  beauties,  Jack-in-the- 
pulpits  and  mayapples.  .  .in 
summer,  the  swamp 
milkweed,  chickory,  Queen 
Anns  lace.  .  .and  in  fall, 
golden  rod,  New  England 
aster,  and  evening  primrose. 


Native  trees  are  box 
elder,  ash  and 
cottonwood  — also 
hackberries  and  bur  oak, 
some  a  century  and  a  half  old. 

Songbirds  heard  are 
bluejays,  cardinals,  robins, 
warblers,  and  sparrows. 
White-tailed  deer  are  often 
seen.  Racoon,  muskrat, 
possum,  beaver,  and  mink 
are  native  to  the  area. 

All  these — water,  rocks, 
plants,  trees,  and  wildlife 
help  shape  the  timeless 
serenity  found  along  this 
canal  trail. 

Enjoy  it! 
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LOCKPORT 

Look  up  and  down 
State  Street— a  few 
steps  from  the  trail — to 
see  century-old  stone 
buildings,  and  later 
Victorian  ones. 

Lockport  still 
retains  the  look  of  an 
early  canal  town. 

Locally-quarried 
limestone,  a  cream- 
colored  dolomite,  was 
used  in  many  of  the 
buildings  and  homes. 

The  I  &.  M  Canal 
Office  and  home  of  the 
Canal  Superintendent,  is 


now  a  museum  run  by 
the  Will  County 
Historical  Society.  See 
artifacts  there  of  early 
canal  days,  and  period 
furnishings  in  the  home. 

At  nearby  Romeo- 
ville,  the  Isle  a  la  Cache 
Museum  interprets  the 
era  of  the  early  Indian 
tribes,  French  explorers, 
and  fur  traders. 

For  more  information 
about  the  native  plants, 
trees,  and  wildlife,  visit 
the  Forest  Preserves  of 
Will  County. 


I  &  M  Canal  Museum, 
and  historic  buildings 
on  State  Street. 
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